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SUOMEN ILMAILULIITTO RY   PÖYTÄKIRJA 

Finnish Aeronautical Association   Minutes 

LIIDINTOIMIKUNTA 

HG/PG Committee 

 

 

Nordic Hang Gliding and Paragliding Meeting 2003, Helsinki, Suomi (Finland) 

22.-23.11.2003 

 

 

Time: 22.-23.11.2003 

Place: Hotel Arthur (Hjelt auditorium), Helsinki 

Present: Finland;    Esa Alaraudanjoki, chairman 

 Denmark;  Scott Torkelsen (PG) 

 Niels Jörgen Askirk (HG) 

 Iceland;      Agust Gudmunsson (HG/PG) 

   Eiđur Agustsson (not present on Sunday) 

 Norway;  Tor-Erik Stranna (PG) 

   Øyvind Ellefsen (HG) 

 Sweden;  Hans-Peter Fallesen (PG) 

 Finland;  Martti Roivainen, secretary 

 

 

 

1. Opening of the NHGPG Meeting 2003 (hereafter Meeting) 

 

Chairman Esa Alaraudanjoki opened the meeting at 9.30 and welcomed everybody to Finland. 

There was a quick presentation of participants. 

 

2. Approval of the agenda and of last meeting’s minutes. 

 

There were some changes in the agenda that had been sent beforehand to the delegates first in the 

order of things and then Hans-Peter added the following subjects. 

 

- Nordic Trophy 

- EHPU matters 

- Doping 

- Environmental issues 

- Insurance. 

 

The agenda was approved with these amendments. 

 

Last meeting’s minutes were discussed. It was noted that although (point 4) the meeting had 

decided that no prototypes would be allowed in Nordic PG Championships, prototypes had in fact 

participated. It was suggested that a few lines should be added to the minutes to explain what 

happened. 

 

Also it was decided to add the fact that in the future Nordic records would be found in NAK’s 

HG/PG Sections web pages. 
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Last meeting’s minutes were then approved. 

 

It was suggested that this Meeting be held earlier in coming years because of competition schedules 

as it is now difficult to take into account the Nordic Championships.  

 

It was decided that the country whose turn it is to organize Nordic Championships must announce 

its intentions by the first of September in the previous year as we already agreed in Oslo in 2001. 

 

 

3. Nordic on-line reporting of accidents and incidents 

 

At the moment Norwegians have a system in which accidents or incidents are reported either by 

mailing a written report to the federation or completing the report on-line in the “logbook” and 

emailing it. The logbook system is not a very formal one and it came about because pilots wished it. 

It costs the Norwegian federation about 10 000 NKR a year. Other countries joining in would not 

have to pay anything but are welcome to do so if they so desire. 

 

There was discussion about the supposed dangers of putting a database about accidents in the net 

because insurance companies would find it and perhaps use it as grounds to increase insurance fees. 

It was agreed that a database would be sensitive information and should not be handed out to 

anybody. 

 

On the other hand Øyvind said that Norway does not have an accident database as such; there are 

only statistics that are used for example to publish information about the accidents in the magazine 

Frittfall. 

 

Agust asked why it is a problem to give information to the insurance companies because if 

accidents happen, they should reflect directly on the insurance fees as this is only fair. The 

companies already have their lists of claims and that is all that interests them. 

 

In Sweden the CAA demands a report if the accident has resulted in a hospital stay of more than 24 

hours. Otherwise it is not necessary to report. About 10-20 % of Swedish pilots use the logbook. 

 

Finland would be willing to send an English summary once a year. The person who sees and checks 

the reports could make a translation in English. It would also be possible for a Finn (or other 

foreigners) to open a logbook in the Norwegian federation and send reports there. But as Esa told, 

in Finland it is necessary to report all accidents using the Finnish CAA’s form. Anything other will 

come in addition to that. 

 

The basic question is: can the Nordic countries get useful information with which to prevent 

accidents by collecting accident statistics? It was agreed that in some way information must be 

gathered. The person responsible for the reports could translate into English the essential 

information and leave unnecessary details out. 

 

It was also noted that the amount of reports could be greater and that that there should be a clear 

tendency to report even minor matters that could have resulted in an accident. 

 

Hans-Peter said that in Sweden it would be possible to make a rule that accident reporting must 

happen in the net. The Swedish PG federation is willing to develop and pay something for the 

accident reporting system. 
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If the Nordic reporting system becomes a success, it would be a sign to CIVL how things should be 

run. On the other hand Tor-Erik noted that CIVL is only interested in competition matters, although 

there are accidents in every major competition and paragliding, especially competition paragliding, 

is dangerous. 

 

The Meeting decided that at this stage Norway, Sweden and Iceland will use the logbook in 

accident reporting. They will try to make it the official way of reporting, write about it in their 

magazines and generally try to promote the idea. 

 

In Finland and Denmark the local HG/PG association or federation will look into the matter during 

the winter. Finland will submit a yearly English accident summary but is not ready at the moment to 

adopt the on-line system also because of manpower shortage. 

 

Every delegate of this Meeting must spread this information in the respective associations. 

 

Also the flow of information must be omnidirectional: every country must send the English 

summary to every other country and not just get reports. 

 

4. Insurance 

 

Hans-Peter explained the Swedish PG insurance problems. Three years ago there was an obligatory 

insurance which covered treatment and transport for a fee of 800 SKR. Then temporarily treatment 

and transport abroad was cut out, which led to complaints from pilots. 

 

Now there is a basic fee which covers death and permanent disability and for an additional fee one 

gets transport and treatment abroad as well. 

 

The third party insurance costs 52 SKR in Sweden. This was compared with Denmark where hang 

gliders and paragliders are considered aircraft and therefore the third party insurance fees are very 

high (600 DKK to be able to cover the 5 million DKK for material damages and 60 million DKK 

for personal damages.) However, transportation from abroad is a social benefit available to all 

Danes. 

 

Hans-Peter then presented to the Meeting an offer from an insurance broker to all Nordic countries. 

(The insurance company behind all this is Viator.) 

 

275 SKR (basic fee) covers death (40 000 SKR) and disability (400 000 SKR, if the disability is 

less than 75%, 800 000 SKR if more than 75%). 

 

700 SKR covers also transport and treatment abroad and disability compensation rises to 590 000 

SKR. 

 

It was not known, however, if rescue costs are included in this fee. 

 

With the highest fee (1 000 SKR) disability compensation rises to 1,2 million SKR. 

 

To complete this deal 1 375 persons in Nordic countries would have to participate.  
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5. Doping 

 

Hans-Peter reported the first doping case in Sweden. During a competition in Norway a Swedish 

tandem jumpmaster, who didn’t take part in the competition, was asked to give a urine sample by 

the Norwegian Anti-doping Committee. He refused and the result will most likely be that he will be 

excluded from all competitions for a year. 

 

All Nordic countries have signed the WADA anti-doping agreement and the message is that if there 

is a competition, the local ADC can come and take samples. This possibility must be made clear to 

all pilots in all Nordic countries. Those asked to give a sample must not refuse. 

 

6. Acrobatic paragliding 

 

Tor-Erik presented the Norwegians’ experiences with acrobatic flying. Two years ago 25 pilots with 

PP5 licences were given a 6 month’s special permit to try out acro.  After their report was finished a 

new permit of 12 months was issued.  

 

A manual for the training and development of acro has been published. Tor-Erik remarked that acro 

isn’t more dangerous than cross-country flying, but Agust pointed out that this may be because so 

far only the best pilots have tried acro. 

 

In any case the results have been good and now acrobatic paragliding has been included in the 

Norwegian federation’s rules. Competition rules are also being prepared.  

 

According to Tor-Erik pilots’ opinion must be asked when developing acro. The only condition for 

beginning to fly acro should be a PP5 licence. Acro teaches the pilot to know the limits of his wing, 

which is good from the point of view of security. However, it must be remembered that acrobatic 

flying wears out risers and lines. 

 

During SIU (safety course) only some manoeuvres are taught (not SAT for example) and a real acro 

course is wilder. 

 

It should be noted that acro might not appeal all that much to the general public who may not 

appreciate the dangers and finesses of acrobatic manoeuvres. 

 

Sweden will follow the Norwegians’ footsteps, Denmark will translate their manuals and include 

them in the rules. Finland will do the same but without including acro in the training program. 

 

7. EHPU 

 

The next EHPU meeting will take place from 30.-31.1.2004 in Verona. Insurance fees should be 

discussed there. In Britain the liability insurance amount is very small nowadays, which doesn’t 

encourage instructors to continue teaching. 

 

Scott told about the EHPU meeting in Edinburgh, where an effort was made to lower the 

membership fee of smaller countries like Norway, Finland and Iceland. At the moment 500 eurs is 

the cheapest fee. The fee for instructors’ insurance in Great Britain has more than doubled after the 

insurance companies have seen the incident and accident statistics. 
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Hans-Peter and Scott presented the general structure of the relationship between EASA and EHPU. 

Hans-Peter will attend the Verona meeting and inform others of the results. 

 

 

 

 

8. Serial class 

 

Esa briefed the Meeting about the CIVL meeting in Sinaia, Romania. For the second time the 

Nordic proposal of a serial class was rejected. There were two reasons: it would be impossible to 

check gliders on site and instead of 150 pilots there would be more than 300 in Category One 

competitions. 

 

The solution is that only the medalists’ gliders would be checked and a separate competition could 

be organized. 

 

However, there are many countries which would not be able to fill their quota of pilots in both open 

and serial class. Also some pilots might switch to serial class. 

 

It was decided to prepare a proposal for CIVL to reexamine the issue. The proposal must be ready 

by the middle of December at the latest and added as an item in the agenda of the CIVL meeting. 

CIVL must be notified that work continues in the serial class question and that CIVL must organize 

a committee to examine the matter. Tor-Erik, Hans-Peter and Scott will write the proposal. 

 

9. Nordic Championships 2004 

 

Norway will organize the Nordic Championships in HG in 2004. Place will be Vågå and time 24.-

31.7.2004. 

 

Finland will organize the Nordic Championships in PG in 2004. Place and time are still open. The 

Meeting suggested strongly that a well-tried point calculating system should be used (Race). About 

100 competitors are expected to participate and competition fee will be 165-180 euros. 

 

Sweden will participate, Iceland will not send a team and it is not known now whether Norwegians 

will come. 

 

Every country must send by 1.12.2003  to Esa its desired quota of pilots. On 15.4.2004 each 

country’s quota will be announced. PP5 will be required. 

 

There will be an open class in NC, but the Championship will be awarded only to a serial class 

pilot. Until CEN is a generally accepted norm, it was decided to use DHV classification. 

 

The Nordic list has been updated. The Meeting decided to leave it as it is so that everybody has 

access to it. 

 

The Nordic Championships of 2005 will possibly be organized by Sweden. China is one possible 

place. 
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10. Paramotoring 

 

After more than 10 years paramotoring has been legalized in Sweden. It is not yet included in the 

rules but will be. There are perhaps 400-600 paramotors in Sweden. The paramotorists have their 

own committee within the Swedish paragliding association. 

 

In Finland there are more paramotors than licences. The Meeting was informed of a fatal 

paramotoring accident. 

In Denmark paramotors belong to the federation and there are about 25 of them. 

 

This year the first Finnish Championships in paramotoring were organized in Somero. 

 

In Norway motored HG/PG belong to the federation. Their rules were completed last year. There 

are about 50 paramotors and 10 motored hang gliders. 

 

11. Environmental issues 

 

In Sweden Riikka Vilkuna has examined all recreational aviation disciplines and their 

environmental situation. The PG association decided also to make a more detailed report and that 

has been completed this autumn by Riikka. 

 

12. Nordic Trophy and Nordic records 

 

It was decided that the present trophy will continue to be used and will be in the possession of the 

NAC in question, which also takes care of the engraving. After a new record, the trophy will then 

be given to the next country in the next Nordic Meeting. 

 

At the moment Norway has the paragliding trophy and Sweden the hang gliding trophy. 

 

This year’s Nordic Trophy in HG was awarded to Antti Nummelin for an open distance flight of 

309 km. The NT in PG was awarded to Ari Sahlstöm for a triangle flight of 51,5 km. 

 

Øyvind handed out  the Nordic record rules (appendix). The Nordic records were updated 

(appendix). 

 

It was decided that next year Class 5 records will be discussed in this Meeting. 

 

13. Commercial HG/PG activities 

 

In Sweden there is commercial PG training as described in the Finnish Ilmailu magazine. 

 

14. Nordic cooperation 

 

The draft made by Hans-Peter was studied and revised. The new proposal will be sent to others by 

Hans-Peter and is in appendix.  

 

The delegates must make sure that the local association receives a copy of these minutes. 
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15. Accident statistics in Nordic countries 

 

Hans-Peter showed the collected statistics. These will be in appendix. Altogether 49 new HG 

licences have been issued during the year (total 493 valid HG licences in Nordic countries); in PG 

the figures are 885 and 3 302. 

 

In Finland there had been one death in a motored PG accident. 

 

In Denmark and in Finland the police investigates all fatal accidents; the association can only give 

assistance in technical matters if needed. 

 

In Sweden Accident Investigation Board handles even small accidents. 

 

16. CIVL 

 

There was discussion about the last CIVL Board meeting’s minutes (30.-2.11.2003 Pléguien, 

France). 

 

17.Other matters 

 

Niels asked the Meeting to inform all respective countries that when foreign pilots come to fly to 

Denmark they should contact local clubs and pilots to find out about local rules. 

 

18. Next Meeting 

 

The next Nordic HG/PG Meeting will be held in Denmark on the 20.-21.11.2004 in Roskilde. 

 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 

 

Martti Roivainen 

 

 

 

 

 

 


