
Minutes from the Nordic Meeting 2006, Riga. 

 
 
Present; 
LT: Anton+Olga, IS Agust, N Stein+Oyvind, S: HP+Göran, SF: Esa, DK: NJA+Scott.  
 
Not present: LH: Violeta 
 
Opening of meeting; 

Norway accept hosting responsibilities 
 
Latvia state intentions of joining the working group. 
 
Discussion about next year, Iceland is next in line, but might be difficult due to Bureau 
meeting. 
 
Agenda approved with minor amendments. 
 
Last meeting’s minutes were discussed. It was noted that although (point 4) the meeting 
had decided that no prototypes would be allowed in Nordic PG Championships, 
prototypes had in fact participated. It was suggested that a few lines should be added to 
the minutes to explain what happened. 
 
Last meetins minutes should contain link to Nordic records on Norwegian NLF pages. 
http://hp.nlf.no 
 
Minutes approved with additions. 
 

Nordic / Baltic 

Latvia has intentions to join NHPC, Lithuania are still in limbo. Latvia want the official 
guidelines/statues to be able to join officially. 
 
Discussion about the statues, intentions, and observers, of the Nordic group. We have no 
members from Estonia, and no intentions from them. 
 
Discussion about changing the NHPC statues.  
 
Action Point: HP will organize and send out suggestion for new statues before next 
meeting.  
 

Nordic Championships 

Report from the Nordic Championships; 
 

Paragliding Nordics 

Paragliding Nordisk hosted by Norway in Annecy. Same organizer from France, good 
safe tasks. Finances were good. 20K NOK revenue. €165 entry fee.  
 



One Finn threw chute, glossed over by organizers. No serious incidents. 
 
Discussion about safety contra finances and pressure to have valid competition. ST: 
Make a list of organizers in Europe, to make it possible for the Baltics to do it.  
 
ST: Nordics is becoming very popular internationally, reputed as a safe and well 
organized competition. 
 
HP: Organizer should fulfill some requirements. AG: Someone have to own the list. 
 
ST: Suggest that we have a report from the competitions, presented to the Nordic 
meeting. Can use the CIVL Jury report as a template. The organizer is responsible for 
compiling and presenting the report to the meeting. 
 

Action Point: ST will make the template for the report. 
 
Esa: One pilot had to fly home for treatment, should have been reported. 
 
ST: Suggest that a WG is formed, to make requirements for Nordic Champs, regarding 
safety. WG – STE, EA, ST. 
 
Action Point: WG makes these requirements in a short document, to clarify what is not 
in the FAI/CIVL requirements for Cat 2. This includes specifying a mandatory safety 
briefing. Deadline: Before the next organizer start preparations.  
 
Hanggliding Nordics 

Vågå. 6 of 8 days flying, 1 swede, 30 norwegians. Olav Opsanger was the winner by 
winning every task. 
No incidents. 
 
HP: Suggest that we have a webpage for all the documents, needs to be available. AG is 
looking at it, and will organize it. 
 
2007 bids for the Nordic  Championships. 

 
2007 HG – Larange. Nordic in June. AG is thinking about it, both HG and PG in a 
sequence. The comp will be in Larange if AG organize it. If it’s not, then Vågå. 
 
2007 PG – Bid from Denmark, in Piedrahita. Week 27 or 31.  
Discussion about the weeks, 31 looks the best, decided. 29/7-4/8 
 
2007 Acro – Voss. If Jan accept it will be so. 
 
 

 

 



Nordic/Baltic records 

The NHPC want to keep records within the Nordics for now, but we decided to extend 
the Nordic Trophy to include flights in the Baltic countries, and by Baltic pilots. 
 
 

New Nordic Records paragliding 

Open distance, Female, 66,2 km. Sweden, Mimmi Mikic. 
Sweden will send details later 
 
Speed over 50 km triangle, Male, 13,1 km/h, Jouni Markonen, 1 July. 
 
Open distance, Tandem, 103,9 km, Finland, 31 July. (WHO IS THIS?) 
 
New Nordic Records hanggliding 
Speed over 25 km triangle, Male, 39,7 km/h, Pekka Vartiia, 23 July. 
 
Out&Return 200km, Male, Olav Opsanger, 8 August. 
 
Discussion about Nordic records, crossing borders. 
 

Nordic Trophy 

Hanggliding - Olav Opsanger 
 
Paragliding - Jouni Markkonen 
 
Badges 

ST: Badges, discussion about it. How can we make it popular, automatic status from the 
OLC etc. Supposed to be an incentive for pilots to go out and fly XC.  
ST encourages all representatives to promote the badges and pins among their pilots and 
organizations. 
 
Safety and training 
Esa and August fiddle with the projector for 30 minutes. 
EA: Working group in Finland decide to use their own system for reporting. The reason 
is internal problems with the CAA requiring signatures on dead trees. 
 
The committee is also concerned about sanctions against pilots that report. So they have 
developed a voluntary system, which is anonymous, and designed to protect the reporting 
pilot. They do not collect data about the glider type or manufacturer. 
 
Esa reported from Finland. 19 PG reports, 2 HG, that required hospital treatment. No 
reserve throws. 
 
ØE: Report from Norway. Around 80 reports until October, trend is pilots taking off in 
too strong winds. 38 accidents. 
 



Discussion about safety in the Europeans and Cat 1 in general. 
 
HP: 27 reports from Sweden. 3 minor incidents, 2 without personal injury, 9 minor 
injuries, 13 serious. 1 Fatal. The fatality was where a pilot fell out of the harness due to 
not clipping in correctly. 1243 active pilots, 381 under education. 230 PPG. 51 only fly 
PPG. 
 
NA: PG 1 serious, 1 major, and one incident. Trend with downwind landing because of 
ridge soaring and getting caught behind in the rotor. HG 1 minor accident. 
 
Latvia: PG 7 accidents, 2 serious with back injury. 5 with broken bones. The serious 
accidents were inexperienced pilots having collapse and spin in thermal conditions on the 
flats. 50 to 70 active PG pilots, 20 PPG pilots. 200 licences. 
 

AG: No incidents. 100 Pilots. 
 

Training 
Norway Hanggliding. Finished project with Aerotowing, starting to look at scooter 
towing. (Moped converted to a low-power winch, combined with huge slow-flying 
hanggliders, WillsWing Condor) Cost, convenience and risk issues with Aerotowing 
making scooter towing attractive. 
 
Sweden: Having an increase in PPG pilots coming directly into the sport, without 
experience from Paragliding at all. Working on the training for the schools to accept 
these pilots. Most other countries require general Paraglider experience. 
 

Other matters 

External relations – CAA. AG: Iceland having a very good relationship with the CAA, 
and recommend to start working on this in the rest of the group. 
 
 
CIVL matters 
AG: Summary of the last Bureau meeting. Missing some info on the Acro Pre-Worlds in 
Voss. CIVL have good economy from issuing IPPI cards and fees from Cat 2 comps. 
Subcommittees are somewhat active, HG is not reporting any progress, nor is Safety and 
Training. 
 
Long discussion around the team size for PG Worlds in Manilla, and Portuguese 
complaint. The Nordic group is happy about having the team scoring as it is in the rules 
now. 
 
The representatives should be very aware of the wording in proposals, and read them 
thoroughly to be aware of the consequences. 
 
Seems like there will be no more separate Worlds for Womens and Swift class. 
 



Bureau is pushing for having Towing and Acro into the Safe/Parapro system. 
 
Bid guidelines upgraded with regard to Airspace, as this proved a problem in the HG 
Europeans. 
 
Some discussion on the WPRS. Proposal from AG is coming. 
 
CIVL Software by August; 
Last meeting set aside €20 000 to be used if needed for the ranking, flight verification 
and scoring. Meeting with Naviter to find the facts and guidelines for the software that 
FAI have asked for. 
 
Environmental issues: 

EA: Meeting next week in all airsports for start working on this. 2 documents exist, clubs 
have to apply for environmental plan for full season operations in the future. NAC is 
enforcing rules, more formal documents expected. 
 
HP: Report from Riika, attached. 
 
NA: Some protected areas are still open for flying, but only as long as Danish pilots are 
present. 
 
Iceland have no environmental issues.  
 
Norway is forming a working group, no issues so far… 
 
Other matters 

HP: Airspace issues, CAA made stricter rules about separation that affected 70 out of 100 
sectors. Separation was increased from 1nm to 3nm. 
 
HP recommend that representatives make sure that no similar things are happening in 
other countries, as this might be coming from EASA. 
 
Quick review of the reorg in Norway. 
 
EA: Insurance in Finland were discussed. Insured through the Finnish NAK, common for 
all disciplines.  
 
 
Next meeting 

HP Suggest Provence, AG Iceland. Will be decided by email. 
9-11 November.  


